Rhynacus acerioides Flechtmann sp.n., a slender, elongate mite, resembling eriophyids in the genus Aceria, is described from all motile stages, from Solanum lorentzii Bitter (Solanaceae) leaves, a weed in tobacco fields in Jujuy, Argentina. A key to the world species of Rhynacus is given.
Introduction
The first Argentinian species of mite in the family Eriophyidae from a Solanaceous plant is Eriophyes bicornis, described by Trotter (1900) , from leaf erineum galls on Solanum eleagnifolium Cav., collected by the botanist and mycologist C. Spegazzini, in La Plata. Rossi (1963) reported Aculops lycopersici (Massee, 19387) (then placed in Vasates) from tomatoes, Lycopersicon esculentum Mill., in Cordoba.
More recently Alonso de Gorustovitch et al. (2006) reported an undescribed species of Paraphytoptus on tobacco, Nicotiana tabacum L. in Salta and which was also collected from a weed in tobacco fields, Solanum riparium Pers. in El Carmen, Jujuy (Rodriguez et al., 2012) .
In a survey of further alternative hosts for this tobacco eriophyid mite a species of Rhynacus, of the family Diptilomiopidae, new to Science, was found on Solanum lorentzii Bitter and is herein described from all motile stages.
A key to the species of Rhynacus is also presented. All measurements are given in micrometers (µm) and refer to the length of the structure, unless otherwise stated. Opisthosomal dorsal annuli were counted from center of dorsopropodosomal shield rear margin; ventral annuli from genitalia rear margin. For each species, the holotype female measurement precedes the corresponding range for paratypes (given in parentheses).
Article
Rhynacus acerioides Flechtmann, n.sp. (Figs. 1, 2) DIAGNOSIS-Scapular tubercles absent in larva and adults, but present in the nymph; female idiosoma long, slender, Aceria-like. (14) long. Coxisternal area with 4 (4-5) annuli. Legs: leg I 38 (37-46); femur 16 (15-16), basiventral femoral seta (bv) absent; genu 5 (5-6), antaxial genual seta (l") 41 (36-41); tibia 9 (5-9), paraxial tibial seta (l') 3 (3-4); tarsus 11 (11-12), dorsal tarsal seta (ft') 25 [prob. broken](32-36), lateral tarsal seta (ft") 35 (34-40), paraxial unguinal tarsal seta (u') 6 (6-8), tarsal solenidion 8 (7-8), slightly expanded distally, empodium 9 (9-10), deeply divided, each branch 5-rayed. ; femur 15 (11-15), bv absent; genu 5 (4-5), l" absent; tibia 5 (4-6); tarsus 11 (10-11), ft ' 11 (11-14) , ft" 26 (26-38), u' 8 (7-8), solenidion 9 (7-9), empodium 10 (9-10), as on tarsus I. Genitalia: 24 (23-24), 28 (27-28) wide; epigynum smooth; proximal seta on coxisternum III (3a) (relocated to lateral margin of genital plate) 12 (12). Opisthosoma: with short, faint middorsal anterior ridge; otherwise, elongate, Acerialike. Lateral seta (c2) MALE-(n = 1) Smaller than female, 262 long. Gnathosoma downcurved, dorsal pedipalp genual seta 8, pedipalp coxal seta 5, chelicerae 51 long. Prodorsal shield 26 long. Legs: leg I 40; femur 13, bv missing; genu 5, l" 31; tibia 6, l' 2 ; tarsus 11; ft' 27, ft" 37, u' 6, solenidion 7, empodium 7, divided, each branch 5-rayed. Leg II 31; femur 10, bv missing; genu 4, l" missing; tibia 4; tarsus 10, ft' 10, ft" 33, u' 6, solenidion 7, empodium 8. Coxigenital region: 1b missing; 1a 23, 11 apart; 2a 37, 26 apart. Genitalia 13 long, 20 wide. Opisthosoma: d 82, 42 apart, on annulus 17; e 13, 29 apart, on annulus 35; f 44, 22 apart on annulus 71 or 14th from rear. Total ventral annuli 82; total dorsal annuli 81; caudal seta (h2) 19; accessory seta (h1) minute.
NYMPH-(n = 1). Idiosoma 185 long; gnathosoma downcurved, chelicerae 52 long. Prodorsal shield 30 long; shield design a few lines; scapular tubercles present, ahead of shield rear margin. Opisthosomal annuli about equal dorsoventrally, microtuberculate: 57 dorsal, 56 ventral annuli.
LARVA-(n = 1) Idiosoma 140 long; gnathosoma downcurved, chelicerae 45 long. Prodorsal shield 27 long, with a few lines. Opisthosoma with annuli about equal dorsoventrally. First two ventral annuli narrow, followed by 5 wider annuli, the posterior one with seta 3a, and 34 narrower posterior annuli. Total dorsal annuli 55.
ETYMOLOGY-the specific designation is derived from Aceria, an eriophyid mite genus, and oides, Greek, having the form of, and refers to the shape of the adult mite, resembling species in the genus Aceria.
TYPE Keifer, 1962 Colombia, Lantana camara L., Verbenaceae FIGURE 4. Rhynacus acerioides Flechtmann, n.sp.. A. females and eggs on leaf; B. lateral view (probably a nymph), exhibiting the long cheliceral stylets.
